
AP COMPUTER
Ms. Kennedy’s  

Science Syllabus
  

AP Computer Science A is the equivalent of a 1st 
semester college Computer Science course. It 
can serve as a first course for students pursuing a
major in Computer Science or related disciplines
that require significant use of technology. The 
goal of this course is to prepare students to take 
the AP Computer Science A exam in early May. 
The score on this exam will determine whether a
college will grant college credit for the course. 
You should refer to specific college websites for
score requirements. 

This course will focus on the Java programming
language and will provide instruction and practice 
in designing and implementing computer 
programs that solve specific problems. The 
purpose of the course is to provide a foundation 
for the study of computer science, including 
development and analysis of algorithms, use of 
fundamental data structures, the study of standard 
algorithms and typical applications, and the use of 
logic and formal methods. 

Java JDK:
http://www.oracle.com/technetwork/java/
javase/downloads/index.html

BlueJ IDE:
http://www.bluej.org/download/download.html

Software Needed:
You may occassionally need to complete Java
assignments at home, in which case you will
need access to a home computer. Our school 
lab will be using Windows, but software 
downloads are also available for Macs. We will
be using BlueJ as the development environment
for the programs we write. You will need to 
download the following programs if you wish
 to use a home computer.

Resources:
Ms. Kennedy’s webpage is available on the school 
website under the “Teacher Webpages” link. This
will contain the links listed above, as well as
other useful resources for students to access 
online. 

Students will be submitting most of their 
assignments electronically, so that they may
complete and turn in assignments at home if
need be.

Prerequisites:
There are no formal prerequisites for this course.
However, the course does involve algebraic 
computations and mathematical reasoning, so a
solid foundation in math is important. Also, prior
experience with computer programming will help.

public class APComp
{
    boolean hasSmartStudents = true;
}



60% -- Tests and Assessments

30% HW Assignments and Labs

• Individual Tests. Usually given at end of a 
  chapter or unit. Study for these, and use
 quizzes and team tests as review.
• Team Tests. Done in teams, these will 
 sometimes be given before individual tests.
 You may not know when these will occur.
• Quizzes. These are given once every 1-2 
 weeks and with advanced notice.
• Performance Tasks. These could model
 labs completed by students, or projects
 students have previously completed. 
 .

Grade Scale:

Kkennedy@tamdistrict.org
(415)-388-3292

Extension:    
Rm. 207   

***Ms. Kennedy reserves the right to change this syllabus in order to better the learning experience***

10% -- Final Exam and Project

You will have a final project at the end of each
semester, which will bring together what you 
have learned.

90 - 100%  A  
80 -  90   B  
70 - 80   C  
60 - 70  D  
  0 - 60  F  

**Grades are rounded  
according to math rules 
for rounding**

Behavioral Expecations
• Come to class on time. This means that
 you are in your seat when the bell rings!
• Respect the teacher. 
• Respect the classroom. No food or drink
 when the laptops are out.
• Respect each other. Use positive 
 language, be open-minded and be 
 sensitive to other students’ interests and
 abilities. 
• No electronic devices. I will let you 
 know when you may use your cell phone
 or listen to music!
• Attend class. Any activities missed
 during an unexcused absence will 
 result in a 0. Tardies will result in a 
 20% penalty to your grade for 
 assignments completed that day.
 Students missing a test or quiz will take 
 an alternative version than what was given 
 on the day they missed.

Please don’t hesitate to come see me after class
if you are struggling with something or need
additional help. 

Grades

• Individual  Homework and Classwork.
 Homework assignments are regular and 
 in-class assignments are sometimes graded.
• Team/Partner Assignments.  These will
 be projects you complete with a partner or 
 team and will include Java projects, 
 presentations and additional assignments.
• Labs. Done invidually or in groups, often 
 with multiple options for the project of
 choice..

Extra Credit
It happens. Take advantage!

Cheating
Copying code from another student or from a 
website is considered cheating! All programming
assignments should be unique to you or your 
team. Additionally, cheating will not help you
pass the AP exam.

Check your
school e-mails
for reminders
and updates!
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